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"Se ye to and fro through the streets of " stheets of Jervaalem, and see now, and know, kao, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 














Vou. XL] 
—— : 

[In the following debates, the reader 
will have an opportunity to see how pro- 
fessed ministers of Christ love and treat 
one another. ] 


[From the Herald of Truth.*] 


A Report of the Dehates in the Pres- 
bytery of Ph: ‘ladelphia, at a cial 
mecting, held in the city of Phila- 
delphia, on the 30th of Norember, 
and continued on the \st and 2ad 
of December, 1830—80 p. 8vo. 

We have read this report with at- 
tention, and propose to give our read- 
ers soine account of it. The object of 
the special meeting of the Presbytery 
will be best explained by the introduc- 
tory minute, and the resolutions which 
follow it. 





—_-_- 





“ Tuesday, Nov. 30, 1830. This 
day, at 10 o'clock, A. M., Presbytery 
of Philadelphia met in the Session 
Room of the Second Presbyterian 
Church, a special necting having been 

called by the Moderator, for the pur- 
pose of taking up and issuing the busi- 
ness spec ified in the following resolu- 
tions, adopted by the Synod of Phiia- 
delphia, at their session in Lancaster, 
October 30, 1839, viz. 

“1. Resolved, That the Presbytery 
of Philadelphia, in not allowing the ex- 
amination of Mr. Barnes, in tonnexion 
with his printed sermon, previously to 
his reception as a member of Presby- 
tery, and especially before his instal- 
lation as pastor of the First Presbyte- 
rian Church of Philadelphia, gave just 
ground of complaint to the minority. 

“2, Resolved, That the complain- 
ants be referred back to the Presby- 
tery of which they are members, with 
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an injunction to that Presbytery to hear 
and decide on their objections to the 
orthodoxy of the sermon of Mr. Barnes, 
and to take such order on the whole 
subject, as is required by a regard to 
the purity of the Church, and its ac- 
knowledged doctrines and order. 
“The business was intreduced by 
the Rev. Dr. Green, wha Wreseated a 
long minute in the form of a resolu- 
tion, containing objections to the or- 
thodexy of the sermon; and moved 
that it be adopted as expressive of the 
sense of the Preshytery thereon.” 


The debate which ensued, and the 
motions and counter motions which 
were offered, prove that the Presby- 
tery was divided into two opposing 
parties. The facet is admitted by many 
of the speakers. One part, a very re- 
spectable minority, were strenuously 
epposed to the proceedings against 
their brother clergyman, proposed by 
Dr. Green. ‘The other as warmly ad- 
vocated them. 


‘‘ Dr. Ely moved to postpone the 
consideration of the minute offered by 
Dr. Green, that Presbytery may call 
upon the stated clerk for the charges 
against Mr, Barves, which he was re- 
quired to produce at the last meeting 
of the Presbytery. 

* Dr. Green opposed this motion, 


on the ground that the Moderator-of 


the former meeting had decided it to , 
be out of order to take up the papet 
containing the charges; and that there- 


| fore the paper was not the property of 


the Presbytery.” 


Afler some hours spent in debating 
upon this motion, it was decided to be 
out of order, The motion of Dr.Green 
again recurred. 


“Dr, Ely moved to postpone, in or- 
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der to take up the following Resolu- 
tion, viz. ‘That this Presbytery can- 
not constitutionally and judicially hear 
objections against the orthodoxy of any 
serinon, preached and published by 
Mr. Barnes, until some persons appear 
as his accusers, or until the Presbytery 
shall judge that common fame requires 
him to be arraigned for heresy.’ It the 
Synod had ordered us to proceed un- 
constitutionally ,we should not be bound 
to obey. I believe it is unconstitutional 
to move in any proceeding, unless In 








the usual form of process, and, there- 
fore, | make this motion.” 


This motion was decided in the ne- 
gative, by a vote of 22 against 26, 
which exhibits the relative strength of 
the parties. A similar motion was again 
made to postpone the consideration of 
Dr. Green’s minute, as appears from 
the following extracts: 


“ Dr. Ely moved to postpone, in or- 
der to take up the following Resolu- 
tion: ‘ That this Presbytery cannot en- 
tertain and act upon the paper intro- 
duced by Dr. Green, because it is vir- 
tually an indictment of Mr. Barnes for 


heresy, until some persons appear as 
accusers,’ ”’ 


“Mr. M’Calla. | see there is a cru- 
sade to be brought against us—let us 
meet it.” 

_ “Mr. ——. Are we to be dogged 
in this way, without end ?”’ , 

“ Dr. Ely. I think it my duty to op- 
pose the measure attempted, as being 
unconstitutional, unscriptural, and un- 
christian. This motion is not the same 
as the former. If it is come to this is- 
sue, that Presbytery will try Mr. Barnes 
in a wT Hm manner, 1 must 
wash my hands of it; and nothing tha 
Mr. M’Calla will say shall hinder “i 
I confess, a hard look from Dr. Green 
does go through my heart, but Mr. 
M’Calla may say what he pleases—] 


care not for his speeches, and shall not 
reply to them.” 


_“ Mr. Engles. 1 believe it to be the 
right of every member to act accord- 
ing to his best judgment—byt Presby- 








—~ Se 
tery ought not to be subjected to this 
kind of proceeding. Dr. Ely has surg. 
ly ingenuity enough to vary his mo. 
tions. If such practices are countenap. 
ced, the same motion, In a new 

may be presented fifty or a hundred 
times. It is an insult to Presbytery so 
to repeat motions.”’ 

« Dr. Skinner. | am sorry to stand 
charged with an intention to insult this 
judicatory. Nothing can be farther 
from our intentions. We believe con- 
scientionsly, that we are on constity 
tional ground, and ought to resist this 
proceeding. If we are wrong, let us 
be convinced of our error before we 
ure taxed with infentional insolence. | 
believe we are right. ‘The constitution 
prescribes a way of acting in these 
cases, and the General Assembly has 
confirmed our opinion.” 

“Dr. M’Auley. We had better all 
be free and open in stating our views. 
I never saw any good arise from re 
serve, or hindering the expression of 
sentiments. Free discussion is like the 
safety valve in a steam boat, which re- 
lieves from too great pressure, and 
prevents a collapse. Surely, there is 
not such party spirit here, that we can- 
not reason on each other's arguments 
without indulging in personalities. For 
myself 1 will not be of a party. [am 
afflicted that this Presbytery takes the 
course it does. The Synod refers tous 
a certain business, and upon our coMm- 
ing together to consider it, Dr. Green 
itroduces a paper, containing objec 
tions to this sermon, and contemplating 
the infliction of a heavy discipline, tf 
the discourse should be condemned.— 
No man hasa right to bring here @ 
system, so to speak, cut and dried. It 
Was reasonable to expect that we 
should meet here, and exchange ideas, 
on the course to be pursued. Because 








Dr. Green produced this paper, it 8 
urged, an opinion must be taken on it; 
and it is insisted that nothing else is it 
order. The practice of the Generél 
Assembly should be our guide, andis 
hot such. Presbytery resolved to heat 
this paper read, but did not determin 
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that this course must be pursued in the 
business. Why must we act on this! 
It is really a set of charges. Shall we 
be forced to adopt this manner of pro- 
ceeding? ‘There was no resolution as} 
to how we must take up Mr. Barnes’ 
sermons. I wish to act on the matter 
not as if pre-determined. But now you 
have disfranchised Mr. Barnes; and 
your decision that he cannot vote, is 
a decision that he ig at your bar for 
trial.” 

“Dr. Green. The gentleman dis- | 
claims an intention to make personal! 
reflections, but | am implicated by his! 
remarks.”’ 

“Mr. WCalla. It must be plain to 
every body, that it has been decided to 
put the complainants out of the house; 
that it is the design of the other side 
to make a crusade against us. This is 
the intention of all these long speeches. 
Dr. M’ Auley spoke until he could hard- 
ly bring one word after another. He 
said there was no profit to arise from 
hindering members from speaking— 
and he said he did not want to stop 
members from speaking; but he stop- 
ped Dr. Green. When Dr. M’Auley 
was in a majority, he thought it was 
very right to limit speeches. We re- 











member the history of 1826. [Mr. 
Biggs called to order.]—Why didn’t 
you call Dr. M’Auley to order?) One 
M’Cauley’s as good as another, whe- 
ther he has the title of doctor to bis 
name or not, 

** Dr. M’Auley, when he was in the 
majority, talked of ‘ modest men’ with 
asneer. Now, he is against parties. 
We are all republicans, all federalists; 
and then our party is suppressed, and 
his has all in its hands. Against the 
opinion of Synod, he insists we have 
no right to examine this sermon.— 
Their resclution sent to the members 
states the rizht. Yet Dr, Green has 
no right to propose to Presbytery. No: 
Preshyters must mark out their own 
course. Now, who are the Presby- 
tery?) They must act. by individuals. 
But all must come from Dr. M’Auley 
or his friends, clsé it ts unconstitation- 
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al. And this is liberty! All is right on 
one side, all oppression on the other! 
We have not prevented speaking; we 
want liberty too, and never tried to re- 
press Dr. M’Auley; we only want an 
equal right to debate the question sub- 
mitted to us. Though Dr. Green. is 


jold and feeble, he is not to be kicked 


out of the house. ‘The upshot of Dr. 
M’Auley’s speech is, that Dr. Green 
had no right to make a motion. * The 
ten men in the Philadelphian’ thought 
that it was not regular even for an in- 
dividual to review the sermon. Dr. 
M‘Auley says the same of the Synod. 
Why irregular? Because Dr. M’ Auley 
says so. Ile has chosen, however, to 
change his former opinion. Before, we 
were refused the right to prefer formal 
charges; and then Dr. M’Auley said, 
that if Mr. Barnes were a member of 
this Presbytery we would have the 
right.” 

“Dr. M Auley. It is false. I never 
did, sir.” 

“ Mr. M’Calla; What did you say?”’ 

“Dr. M™Auley. I say it is false— 
it is not true.” 

“Mr. IP Calla. 
stand your lingo.” 

“ Mr. Darling. If the present mode 
of proceeding, as repects decorum, shall 
coutinue—if our deliberations be not 
conducted in a more solemn manner, 


O sir! I under- 


it appears to me, our character as a 


judicatory of the Presbyterian Church 
must suffer. The question, which [ 
heard vesterday must be repeated: 
Are these men christians? Unless ar- 
guinent take the place of animadver- 
sion on individuals, our debates can be 
productive of no good. 

“fam of no party. Iam here to 
judge of the questions presented, ac- 
cording to my conscience; and I ean- 
not approve of the course ‘proposed to 
be adopted. 

“1 beth heard allusions to public 
sentiment, expressed as to our con- 
duct. We have nothing to do with 
opinions out of doors, and ought not 
to be influenced by them. But if pub- 
lie option were eur proper guide, it 
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has long since proho 
course as this illegal. lv 
of this measure rank me as a friend ol | 
Mr. Barnes. 1 am not his friend, 
right or wrong, but free to give a just 
vote. I hope we are not to be divided 
into squads. ‘This is no place to con- 
tend for victory—but to do justice. 





unced such 4 
The advocates 
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«| have long been urtimately ag. 
quainted with the late pastor of the 
First Church, and | have heard it ré 
ported that he defends all the doctrines 
of this sermon. I will prove to 

he would not. Would Dr. Wilsou say 
that there was a compromise betweea 
justice and mercy! I regret that Dr, 





Fvery man accused has a night to 
know his accuser; this is & maxim in 
courts of justice, and the rule ought to 
hold in an ecclesiastical judicatory, 
There ought to be a responsible accu- 
ser. I speak to the point of order only. 
We can consistently take the course | 
propose.” 

“Mr. Latta. I was not present at 





— 


| 


‘upon it. It seems expected that | am 


Wilson's name has been introdyced, 
His sun is now setting im glory, and 
will soon baum in other climes,” 
“Mr. Barnes. As the question 
one of order, | will say a few words 


to offer some remarks, and | do so now 
with a view to conciliate, | have never 





the former meetings of Presbytery, and 
know what took place at them, only 
from what [ have read. I had no pre- 
judice against Mr. Barnes, and my at- 
tention to his sermon was first attract- 
ed by a reviewer in the * Philadelphian.’ 
At the time of the stated meeting of 
Presbytery, I lay on the bed of pain, 
and was in @ situation to weigh the 
importance of the doctrines of our 
faith, not expecting to rise from that 


| 


come to this Presbytery, without pray- 
er that I might be guided w my con- 
duct here. Whatever be my views of 
the doctrine of atonement, | trust’f 








bed. It was then [ saw this sermon. 
and, when [ read it, I thought I saw 
a blow aimed at the precious doctrines 
of atonewent and justification by faith.” 

“Mr. Barnes. Such language is 
calculated to make an impression on 
the minds of Presbytery untavorable 
to a fair judgment respecting my case, 
and [ cannot therefore hear it in si- 
lence.” 

“ Mr. M’Calla. Shall not Mr. Latta 
he allowed to speak? Dr. M’Auley 
was not interrupted-” 

“Mr. Latta. When I saw that it 
was said in this sermon, that Christ 
did not bear the penalty of the | 
was rejoiced to find some of my breth- 
ren had come forward to prevent the 
entry of error into the mother Presby- 

tery of our Church. What improper 
motive could they expect to hate a 
puted to them? Could any man im- 


aw, I 


have seen the beauty of the scheme of 


| man’s salvation, and of the religion we 


| profess.” 

“Mr. Bacon. I am anxious for 
pursuing the subject, but will be stre- 
nuous for doing it lawfully. We are 
unwilling to proceed in an unlawful 





way. Iwas glad to hear it admitted, 
that the sermon is connected with Me. 


|| Barnes, and that every thing in rela 


tion to it, affects him. Dr. Greew’s 
motion presents Mr. Barnes as ac 
cused, but not in the proper form.— 
All the proceeding yesterday was It 
regular; we ought to begin where the 
business was leit.” 

“ Mr. . Where was it left.” 

“Mr. Bacon. Task that the minute 
respecting it may be read.” 

“Mr. M’Calla. Moderator, I'll tell 


him where it was left. It was left 
the lurch.” 


Dec. 1. Afternoon. 
_ “Mr. Patterson. 1 join in protest: 
Ing against trying this sermon alone. 
ifthe Presbytery of Philadelphia must 
be divided, let it be done. Some years 
ago, Synod was petitioned on this. sub- 
ject. We have had much wrangling 











pugn the motives of the venerable lead- 


er of this prosecutio Wh . 
. s prosecution? Error is maki 
inroads into the Presb king 





ytertan Church. |t 


and quarreling; and, it is very wel 
known that the difference is not 8¢ 
much about purity of doctrine, as putt 
'y PF opinion. Members of this Pres 
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bytery have long been at variance on 
some points, but have been obliged to 
bear and forbear. For four or five 
meetings of the General Assembly, 
their dim has been to steer a middle 
course, not an exclusive one. In all 
Protestant Churches we find a high and 
a low church party. Four or five Gen- 
eral Assemblies have endeavoured to 
keep toyvether, and not to become ex- 
clusionists. If it must be so, let us di- 
vide, but in peace. Perhaps it would 


be more for the peace and good of the} 


church. 
motion. 

** Moderator. \s Presbytery ready 
for the question?” 

The question was taken, and decid- 
ed in the negative. 21 to 27. 

“Dr. Ely said he would enter a 
protest.” 

“Mr. Engles moved to postpone 
the motion before the house, in order 
to take up a resolution which he offer- 
ed, viz. ‘that the Presbytery do pro- 
ceed to hear the objections which may 
be urged against the sermon of Mr. 
Barnes, agreeably to the decision of 
Svnod, making the minute offered by 
Dr. Green the basis upon which the 
proceedings shall be conducted.’ ”’ 

“ Dr. Skinner said. he wished to of- 
fer a motion to postpone on another 
ground,” 

“ Mr. M’Calla. 1 mentioned a par- 
jiamentary principle: if a motion be 
agreeable to the majority, it must be 
put forward in the first place. A mo- 
tion for postponement lost, precludes 
another motion for postponement.— 
Otherwise the majerity might be kept 
a year from a decision.” 

** Dr. Skinner. { doubt if the brother 
is correct. ‘l'o move a postponement 
on the same ground, is out of order. I 
move it on a different ground,” 

- “ Moderator. 'The house has decid- 
ed’ on two motions to postpone, that 
they were out of order.”’ 

“Dr. Ely. I am opposed to this 
postponement, because the complain- 
ants, (so called) always have been ac- 
. cusers. To clear my skirts, I protest, 


I am in favour of Dr. Ely’s 


$9 











and beg leave to read a paper show- 
ing my reasons,” 

« Dr. Green. 
of order.” 

« Dr. Ely. Then I move to post- 
pone the motion to postpone.” 

“ Mr. M’Calla. 1-am astonished, 
truly astonished at Dr. Ely’s motion. 
‘lo postpone a motion to postpone? 
[t is contrary to Jefferson’s Manual.” 

“ Dr. Ely. I will not sit and judge 
Mr. Barnes on an abstract question.” 

“ Mr. M’Calla. It is altogether un- 
parliamentary. Dr. Ely has put his 
own head into a bag this time. I move 
that Dr. Ely be indulged in reading his 
protest,” 

“ Dr. Ely. I return thanks for the 
indulgence, to do what every man has 
a right to do.” 


Many more extracts of a similar 
character with those already given, 
miglit be made from the pamphlet be- 


fore us. 


I object to it, as out 


[From the Cincinnati Sentinel.] 
Rer. Mr. PETERS versus Rev. Mr. 
RUSSEL, Secretary of the Board 
of Missions of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church. 
The terrible * demon recently let 
loose”? in the Presbyterian churches, 
seeins to be a quarrel between minis- 
ters and elders, relating to missions. 
Mr. Peters, in compliance with an of- 
ficial request from the General Assem- 
bly, has published in the Céncinnati 
Journal, a critical “ Review of Secre- 
tary Russel’s Report,’ demonstrating 
it an extremely fraudulent and deceiv- 
ing document. From facts brought to 
light by the reviewer, we justly believe 
many of those astonishing missionary 
achievements, which have excited so 
much “ wonder,’’ were to a great ex- 
tent, a cheat. The managers of this 
branch of modern apostate Israel, have 
been playing off upon the community 
a mock game. ‘They have * magnified” 
the doings of the board, and publi 
exaggerated accounts of its annual ex- 
penditures, They represent to the 
world that they are incurring an 
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enormous expense, performing thereby 
wonders in the salvation of souls, and 
that their treasury is continually emp- 
ty. By this procedure they induce the 
people not only to continue, but to tn- 
crease their donations; and by such 
craft they get a living, and are hon rd- 
ing up cash for a “ wet day.” The 
annexed extracts from Mr. Peters’ 
Review” are tantamount to what we 
have here stated. The first of the sub- 
joined is the reviewer's introductory, 
and the last his concluding paragraph 


« Mr. Editor;—In my last, (No. V) 
T had occasion to consider two state- 
ments contained in the last report of 
the Board of Missions, in which there 
appear to be several errors, all tending 
to magnify the doings of the board. | 
now proceed to examine two or three 
other statements of the same kind.” 


“] have only to add, on this topic, 


indulging in such statements as the 
foregoing, in his official reports and 
other publications, it is surely time for 
the 170 members of the Board of Mis- 
sions to mive their attention to this mat- 
ter, and by interposing their authority, 


1O PU a Ston. to 
manifestly tend 
a fends ot bulk 


lie mind 


“Thus, Mr. Editor, ! have compli- 
ed, as far as I deem it necessary, with 
the mvitation contzined in Mr. Rus- 
eel’s official letter. carefull 


y to anal 
the Report of the Board of a... 


and I now take leave of it, not hecause 
I have yet named all the errors which 
it embraces and involves, but because 
I trust ¢nough of its character has been 


by its author, are to be received,” 





[From the N.Y. Wor 


GREAT MEETING AT RO 
. CHESTER. 

The Rochester Cra 
19th inst. says—“ A meeting w 
on Friday last, at the Mansion 
iu this village. It was a 
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largest, if not the very largest assem 
‘ever convened in this village. Col, 
Bissel was called to the chair, and Dr, 
T. Andrews and Mr. D. Perrin appoint. 
ed secretaries. The meeting was com 
posed of persons who were opposed to 
kingeraft, priestcraft, and monopolies; 
to the begging and interference of mis- 
sionaries, and the distribution of sec. 
tarian tracts; to the stopping of San- 
day mails; to the union of church and 
state; to imprisonment for debt; to the 
test of witnesses with regard to their 
religious belief now recognized by our 
statutes, &c. Several eloquent speeches 
were made, and numerous resolutions 
passed expressive of the object and 
sense of the meeting. The proceed- 
ings will be published in panrphlet form, 
i which our citizens can examine.” 
We have received the pamphlet com 
taining the proceedings of the meeting, 
and shall publish it entire to-morrow. 


that, if the secretary is in the habit of}, It was one of the most important meet- 


ings which have ever taken place ip 
this state. 


[The following is an extract from the 
proceedings of the above meeting. } 





exhibited to show with how touch cau- 
tion the assertions so confidently made 


king Man's Advocate. } 


fisman of the 


as held) day 
House || sion 


mong the ll the Liberals 


On the evening of January 8th, a0 
informal mecting of the friends of Libe- 





Nyy met esentations, sv | ral Principles and Equa) Rights was 
‘ug to msiead the pub-|/held at M’Craken’s Inn—at whieh 


necting a committee of twelve was 
appointed to prepare an Address and 
tesolutions, and submit them to a fi- 
ture meeting. That committee were 
also instructed to report to the next 
meeting the nature and extent of the 
Sunday laws of this State; also, the 
character and effect of the Religious 
Test required of Witnesses in out 
Courts of Justice. 

Resolutions were then passed af- 
|proving of the recent Revolutions 
peypen-s spread of Liberal Opi 

tions on that Continent, and a pro® 
j Peet of a speedy triumph of the ri, hts 

of the people over the combined efforts 
of Kingcraft and Priestcraft. 

The meeting then adjourned to Fri: 

evening, January 14, at the Maw 
House. Pursuant to adjournment 
assembled at the Mansion 
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Howes on the evening above mention- 
ed—when the long room (holding 600 
to 700 persons) was crowded to excess 
long before the hour of organizing ar- 
rived. At 7 o'clock, the meeting was 
called to order, and Col. H. Bissell 
appointed Chairman, and Darius Per- 
rin and Dr. Thomas Andrews, Secre- 
turies. The following Resolution was 
then unanimously passed. 

Resolved, That the deputy Jailor be 
requested to release all the persons 
now in close confinement in the jail 
of this county for debt, and that this 
meeting pledge itself to pay the amount 
for which said prisoners are confined. 


The following Report on the subject 
of the existing Laws of this State, en- 
forcing the observance of Sunday, was 
then read, and after some discussion 
unanimously adopted: 

Article 8, Title 8, Part 1, of the Re- 
vised Statutes, is entitled, «Of the ob- 
servance of Sunday.”’ 


We deem the above law to be in di- | 
rect opposition to the spirit of the Con- |! 
stitution. The observance of Sunday, 
like all other religious duties, should |: 
be left to the moral sense of the peo- 


ple. When and where have the people | 


delegated to their representatives the 
right to determine for them what day }) 
is holy? 

The framers of the Constitution of 
this State, in the year 1777, were de- 
termined not to trust any human pow- 
er in the state with a right to interfere 
with the religious opinions or creeds 
of their constituents; and therefore, for 
the purpose of destroying every pre- 
text or color of pretence for executive, 
legislative, or judicial interference with 
' the religious opinions of their consti- 
tuents, did, by the 38th article of the 
Constitution, declare as follows: 


‘** And whereas we are required by 
the benevolent principles of rational 
liberty, not only to expel civil tyranny, 
but also to guard against that spiritual 
oppression and intolerance, wherewith 
the bigotry and ambition of weak and 
wicked priests and princes have scour- 


a 


—= 
ged mankind, this convention doth fur- 


ther, and in the name, and by the 
authority of the good people of this 
state, ordain, determine and declare, 
that the free exercise and enjoyment 
of religious profession (opinion ) and 
worship, without discrimination or pree 
ference, shall forever hereafter be al- 
lowed within this State to all mankind.” 


And whereas the new Constitution 
of 1824 retains the letter and spirit of 
this article, only omitting the pream- 
ble— 

Resolved, That when our Legisla- 
ture take upon themselves the enaction 
of laws on any religious subject what- 
ever, they are passing the bounds pre- 
scribed to them by the Constitution, 
arid are assuming a prerogative incon- 
sistent with their duty. 

Resolred, That we consider the ex 
isting law of this State, which virtually 
designates one day in seven as a holy 
| day, and enfurces its observance by 
pains and penalties, without the privi- 
lege of appeal, is a law of the above 
| description—is i in direct opposition to 
‘the letter and spirit of the Constitu- 
| ion—deprives us of the religious rights 
‘and privileges guaranteed to us both 








by our national and state constitutions-— 
is a disgrace to the statute book of a 
free and enlightened people, and ought 
‘to be repealed. 


The following Address and Resolu- 
|tions were then read and unanimously 
adopted:— 


Vretiow Crrizenxs!—In atcordance 
with the instructions of the meeting, 
held on Saturday last, your committee 
have devoted themselves attentively to 
the consideration of the various topics 
submitted to them. These topics pre- 
sent a wide field for discussion, and the 
sugyestions which we deem it proper 
to make are so numerous, that in order 
to come within the limits of a single 
address they must he treated with bre- 
vity. Believing most firmly in the lan- 
guage of the Declaration of American 


— 








Independence, that ‘* All men are cre- 
‘ated Free and Equal, and are erdow- 
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Te Bs 
ed by their Creator with certain =) aehonygngyyes 8 at obcouregeaae 
lienable rights; that among these are) oa * me we me ° r ents on 
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Hap- | our iberties. becomes us, therefore, 
Mite he only way to|to guard with vigilance every avenue 
piness —and that t y y %| ’ tadel of r ; 
maintain those rights, and transimt) leading to the citace Aged iberties, 
them animpaired to posterity, 1s, to Ifone single point ts left exposed and 
contend freely and fearlessly for per-| unguarded, it inay lead to our ultimate 
fect freedom of opinion, we feel it our’ destruction. ; 
solemn duty to lay before you, with | While we claun for ourselves per. 
candor and boldness, every subject] fect freedom of opinion, and the 
which in our opinion has a tendency at all times, and in all places, freely 
to deprive us of our rights. and fearlessly to express and act ia 
A report will be laid before you, conformity to our principles, we are 
“Qn the existing laws of the state, en-|| not disposed to abridge in the least the 
forcing the observance of Sunday”— |} liberty of others. We cannot, however, 
and also, “On the requirement of a|jin the conscious discharge of owr duty, 
religious test in admitting the testimo-|| omit recommending to your considera 
ny of witnesses in Courts of Justice.” || tion the existence among us of Bible, 
Both these topics we deem worthy of | Missionary, and Tract Societies, whose 
your most serious consideration. branches and auxiliaries extend into 
It is respectfully submitted to this) almost every “ village and hamlet” of 
meeting, whether it would not be more|| the land. Let us be distinetly under- 
accordant with the genius of our Con-|| stood upon this subject. We do not 
stitution, simply to protect all relizious|| wish to be understood as objecting to 
societies from disturbance, and allow-|| the right of those who choose to do 86, 
ing them to meet together on such day || of distributing, gratuitously, or selling, 
or days as they may deem proper: leav-|| at an under price, Bibles and Tracts, 
ing the observance of Sunday, like all! or sending out Missionaries. These 
religion, to the moral sense of commu-|| are rights that appertain to every sect. 


nity. Neither do we impugn the motives of 
If the right of the Legislature is|| the great mass of contributors to those 
admitted to decide upon what day a} institutions. It is the manner in which 
man shall abstain from labor, or devote || these pretended Charitable Societies 
to religious worship—or what creed all are conducted, and the influence which, 
man must profess, in order to enable through them, may be brought to bear 
im to testify in court—we see no rea-|! upon the liberties of our beloved cout- 
fon why, by virtue of the same right, ‘try, that excites our apprehensions. 
forms of worship may not be prescri-|| “The American Bible Society, loca 
bed, or a particular erced required toll ted in the city of New York establish- 
_— a ag to hold a civil or milita- led for the pretended purpose of gra- 
i, ee “a =. a who disbe- tuitously distributing the Bible, has al- 
thy of belief in Court i $e . inwWor-|\ready accnmulated funds to a vast 
of his scepticism, his oath to fulfl thellly inected oo genes are Permanent 
duties of an office is equally uscle e jsoventod in Gorernment Securities, 
We are, therefore, irresistibly res pare = Mortgages, BANK 
the conclusion, that religious tests are ; OCK, and other securities. The 
alike unreasonable and unconstitut Breaver proportion of Bibles, manufac: 
al. We view the existence of od pesy that mammoth institution, are 
laws, as links in the great chain which ad » and notwithstanding the large 
designing men are forging to bind us Bante of the society, from the sale 
to the car of a religious despotism It 4 ibles and the product of its invest- 
8, unquestionably, the toleration of °<' funds, our country is thronged with 


gars for money to aid its pretended 
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gratuitous distribution of the Bible.* 
_ A history of the operations of the 
American Bible Society, may with lit- 
tle variation serve for both the Foreign 
and Domestic Missionary and Tract 
Societies. .'These societies are all 
managed by the clergy in person, or 
through their adherents. Their efforts 
seem to be directed almost wholly to 
the accumulation of money. Money 


our Constitution abolished the law of 
entails, to prevent the growth of an 


public opinion, what guaranty have we 
that their efforts will be confined with- 





* In a late *‘ Expose of the proceedings 
of the American Bible Society, by a Mem- 
ber,” it is stated that the actual amount 
received by the Society, without any re- 
turn for it, during the 13 years of their 
operations, rises te the sum of $287,456 
The nett profit on the sale of Bi- 

bles during this time is 
“The number of Bibles, &c. which 

is generally in the Depository 

for sale, is about 250,000, and 
may be estimated as worth 
Thé landed property which has 
been bequeathed to the insti- 
tution, together with the hou- 
ses and lots otherwise obtain- 
ed, amount to 


169,279 


Total, $756,725 

Were the Society so disposed, it is pro- 
bable that their funds are more than suffi- 
cient to supply every destitute family in 
the country. But they rarely distribute 
their Bibles gratuitously; on the contrary, 
with their immense capital, they carry on 
an extensive and profitable business; traf- 
ficking in the Word of God, to the detri- 
ment and exclusion of the regular print- 
ers. It is also notorious, that their agents 
soliciting donations, have refused neatly 
‘printed Bibles, when offered, saving, * the 
Society does not want Bibles, but money.” 














| 








in the sphere of their Jegitimate duties? 
Or, what reason have we to suppose 
that they will not follow the example 
of their predecessors in all ages of the 
world in seeking after temporal power 
and greatness? We can see but little 
difference between a Clergy backed 
by the power of a King and Aristocra- 
cy, and a Clergy sustained by an im- 
inense wealth. As “ money is power” 


is the great lever that moves the world. || in this country, the difference may not 
The wise and patriotic framers of || be as great as some would at first sup- 


pose. ; 
There is another fact connected with 


odious aristocracy in our republican || the operations of these mammoth mo- 
government. Is not the accumulation |} nied institutions, deserving of notice. 
of vast wealth by sectarian: combina-||'They have Presses engaged in their 
tions, held in perpetuity, fostering an jj interests, in almost every part of the 
aristocracy of the most dangerous cha- || country. 
racter?) The Clergy ought always to}ithe Press is too generally known to 
be dependent upon public opinion.— |] require any remarks from us; and we 
If, by the aecumnlation of immense || do consider it somewhat alarming, that 
wealth, they are made independent of || so many papers are actually engaged 


The immense influence of 


in promoting the cause of the self-styled 
Orthodox, while there are so few en- 
gaged in defending the rights of the 
people from clerical encroachments. 
We do not intend te condemn the Press 
generally as mercenary and dependant, 
but most of them are devoted to party 
polities, and any interference with or- 
thodor encroachments would be deem- 
ed prejudicial ¢o the interests of their 
party. 

Resolved, That perfect freedom of 


150,000 | opinion upon religious subjects, is the 


birthright of every man—is guaranteed 
to us by the Constitution, and cannot 
be resigned without an abandonment 


150,000 |] of the sacred principles for which our 


patriot fathers bled. 

Resolred, That the history of the 
past teaches us that encroachments 
upon the religions liberties of mankind 
are the work of crafty men, brought 
about gradually and by almost imper- 
ceptible means, disguised under a pre- 
tence for improving the condition of 
man-—and that it hehooves us to watch 
narrowly the movements of a hireling 
Clergy, when their chief object seems 
to be the accumulation of wealth and 
political power. : 
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Resolved, That the amassing of im- 
inense wealth by the American Bible 
Society, and the investing the same 1 
permanent securities, affords reason to 
believe that its managers have some 
ulterior object in view, incompatible 
with the spirit of our free mstitutions, 

Resolved, That the simultaneous 
presentation of petitions to Congress 
from all parts of the Union last win- 
ter, praying Congress to stop the trans- 
portation of the United States Mail on 





the first day of the week, commonly 
called Sunday, on the ground that said 
day is holy time, is alarming, inasmuch 
as it exhibits a singular concert of ac- 
tion in an attempt to induce Congress 
to sanction by law the sanctity of the 
first day of the week. 

Resolved, That the pertinacity with 
which these men adhere to their plan 
of sanctifying Sunday by a law of the 
land,—both by petitions for stopping 
the Mail and closing the Post Office 
on Sunday, furnishes to us conclusive 
evidence that there is an organized 
party in this country, striving to pro- 
cure an union of Chureh and State, by 
inducing Congress to recognize their 
creed as the only true one. 

Resolved, That we consider impris- 
onment for debt as odious and unjust; 
Wrong in principle, and unequal in its 
operation—confounding the poor but 
honest debtor with the rich rosuec— 
and that we recommend to the Legis- 
lature of this State the entire abolition 
of this relic of barbaristn. 

Resolved, That, as Liberals, we will 
strive to promulgate the sentiments 
contained in the foregoing Address 
und Resolutions; and while we accord 
perfect freedom of opinion to all others, 
we will firmly and unitedly resist each 
and yin Largan to ecerce us 
measures that we do not approve. 
en mn — the ieoeatiaas of 

1eeting € . 
sapeliel apt e “a to all the news- 
is village for publication: 
and that the Committee also cause the 
same to be published in such. other 


manner as they may dee 
- J m m ~] ‘ a 
cient. : ey sn 


into 

















The Deputy Jailor reported, that in 
compliance with the resolution of the 
meeting, he had liberated the persons 
who were in close confinement in the 
jail of this county for debt. The amount 
of money for which they were confined 
was then raised by contribution, and 
paid over to the Deputy Jailor. Ad 
journed. . 

H. BISSELL, Chairman, 
D. Panam Secretaries. 
T. AnpREws 
[From the Ovid (N. Y¥.) Gazetie.} 

By a notice which we publish te 
day it will be perceived that a large 
ineeting was recently held in Roches 
ter, of the friends of those liberal prim 
ciples upon which we must rely as the 
rock of our political salvation, and the 
only guarantee for our freedom. We 
are fully aware of the responsibility as 
sumed by every individual who at this 
particular crisis, shall dare to espouse 
the generous cause, or who shall dare 
to hold himself aloof from the wildest 
political schemes that ever disturbed 
the imagination of man. But we have 
reason to hope that there is yet virtue 
and independence enobgh in the laud 
to oppose the deep laid plans and auth 
republican doctrines of those who are 


endeavouring to sap the foundations 
of our liberty. 








[From the New Hampshire Gazette-} 
UNION OF CHURCH AND STATE. 





: 





The evils which have ever attended 
a Union of Church and State, in those 
countries where the clergy lave gall 
ed an ascendency over the people, ¥ 
appear very apparent, by consulting 
history, which, while it brings to the 
mind those scenes of cruelty and OP 
pression, which have disgraced the hnis- 
tory of those countries, serves also # 
a beacon to warn those, who now ef 
joy freedom, to beware of placing im 
the hands of a designing pri 
their civil or religious liberties. 

If we form a comparison between 





the clergy in those countries, where 
religion has been established by law, 
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and many of the clergy of our own 
country, we may easily perceive that 
the same spirit, which has governed 
the actions of the former, alike con- 
trols the conduct of the latter. This 
class of men have in every country, so 
long as they dared to take the life of 
those who have differed from them on 
relivious matters, been satisfied with 
nothing short of the blood of the offen- 
der; and when they no longer dared to 
touch the life, they have consigned to 


SS 
exercising a right, which the clergy 
claim as an exclusive privilege belong- 
ing only to them, viz. the right of think- 
ing for themselves. It is true they some- 
times permit the people to exercise the 
right of private judgment, so long as 
the result of their examinations on re- 
ligious matters, coincide with their own 

opinions. Indeed, I have known some 
of the clergy, even to be so liberal, ae 
to allow the people to think for them- 
selves, provided they would please to 








the lonesome dungeon their fellow-be- 
ings, and all for the crime of exercis- 
ing the right of private judgment. 
society became more enlightened, they 
have had recourse to new expedients, 
to compel the people to adopt their 
opinions, by making all those, who 
would not consent to their dogmas, in- 
capuble of holding any office in the 
State, or of denying them the right of 
prosecuting their lawful claims in 
courts of justice. And this appears to 
be what many of the clergy would even 
do in this country, if they dared. Per- 
secution is now the same as then.— 
Public opinion only deters it from 
showing its hydra head. Even now, 
in ovr own country, the clergy have 
recourse to ecclesiastical denunci: itions 
to enforce their “ infallible opinions” 
on those who dare to think and act for 
themselves; not being clothed with the 
civil power, they use their influence | 
to bring under the ban of society, 
those who may not place implicit faith 
in their creeds; and hold up as dan- 
gerous men, those who differ from 
them, and thus make use of their reli- 
gious opinions, to prevent their politi- 
cal elevation. 

This class of men (the clergy) have 
mn every age and country, been endea- 
voring to subject the right of private 
judgment to their own opinions; and 
seem to regard a compliance to them, 
as the extent of religious liberty; they 
appear to consider the right of private 
judgment, as a dangerous evil, and 
would allow to the people, only a cer- 
fain latitude of thinking; beyond which, 


! 


| 
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think as they do. 
A crisis is perhaps more rapidly ap- 


As || proaching in this country, than many 


imagine, when the two great political 
parties which shall contend for the as- 
cendency in this country, will be com- 
posed of those who are laboring to ef- 
fect a** Union of Church and State,”’ 
and those who contend for the equal 
rightsof man. From the many attempts 
which have been made by the clergy, 
and their adherents, who are endea- 
voring to bring about this union, nm 
would seem, this question would be 
likely to swallow up all other party dis- 
tinctions, and divide the two political 
parties in this country on a new prin- 


|ciple—and that the great contest will, 








ere long, be between those who con- 
tend for the civil and religious freedom 
of men, and those who wish to abridge 
their liberties, by placing in the hands 
of a designing priesthood, the rights 
and liberties of the people. Then the 
eyes of those who now feel secure of 
their privileges, will no longer be clo- 





sed upon the fact, that an extensive 
combination exists in the bosom of the 
comfnunity, to establish relgion by 
law, and to effect a * Union of Church 
and State.” Let this union be ever 
effected in this country, and you place 
in the hands of designing men, the 
power to oppress their fellow-beings; 
then man’s political elevation would 
not so much depend upon his integrity 
and abilities, as his belonging to a par- 
ticular sect or church, or, his willing- 
ness to prostitute his official influence 








if they should go, they are regarded as 





in furthering the views of that sect, to 
whom he mayowe his politicalelevation. 
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What do the histories of those na- 
tions teach us, where the church has 
heen connected with the state? Do 
they teach us, that this union h 
heen a means of diffusing happiness 


us that it has ever produced evil—no- 
thing but evil. Has this union ever 
aided the progress of truth? No. It 
has ever been used to support the tot- 
tering throne of error and despotism. 
Ifas it made men more virtuous! No. 
It has only served to foment prejudices 
and inflame the passions of men. ‘The 
history of these nations speak to us as 
in a voice of thunder, to guard well 
our civil and religious liberties, and to 
watch every attempt of that class of 
men, who under the sanctity of rell- 
cion, have sought in every country to 
usurp the reins of government, and 
when clethed with civil power, have 


aS |\from the Boston Committee; Mr. Brod. 


among the people? No. They teach | 


EEE 
ard M. Johnson, as an expression of thei 
respect for his services with reference tg 
the Sunday Mail Question. | 

‘The correspondence consists of a 


head’s letter; Mr. Johnson’s reply to Mr, 
Brodhead, and also his reply to the Bos. 
ton Committee—which last we copy. 
City of Washington, March i, 1831, 
GrentLtemen—The present of gb 
ver plate with which you have honor. 
ed me, through the Rev. Mr. Brod 
head, has been received as a token of 
your approbation of my public services, 
‘especially the part which it become 
duty te take in relation to the petition 
concerning Sunday mails. Under the 
| instraction of religious parents [ was 
taught, from my cradle, to venerate 
the Christian religion, and to entertai 
the highest respect for its professors. 
A large proportion of my fellow citi- 








; 





never failed to oppress the people. 
Priestcraft can never be the hand- 
maid of liberty, or flourish in that coun- 
try where freedom is enjoyed by the 
people; hence it has ever been the ob- 
ject of the clergy to deprive the people 
of these blessings; to do which, they 
have always had recourse to stratagem 
to take from them their liberties. one 
by one, and to place singly upon them 
those ehains which should one day 
crush them to the earth, and make 
them the servile and abject slaves of 
those who had robbed them of liberty. 
Heaven protect and guard our be- 
loved country from the secret machi- 
nations and designs of those, who, un- 
der the sanetity of religion, are endea- 
voring to bring upon it all that tin of 
evils which would necessarily follow a 
“ Union of Church and State.” 
{From the United States 
The Washin 
ult. contains a 
we have mad 


Gazette. 
§ton Telegraph of the 16th 
correspondence from which 


: € below a single extract.— 
Several gentlemen of Boston caused to be 


made a service of plate—th; 

to Washington to the jon. ae 
Brodhead, member of Congress from New 
Hampshire, with a request that he would 
oresent it in their name te the Hon. Rich. 


zens, who have called me into public 
life, and honored me with their com 
stant support, consists of the nunisters 
and professors of chnstianity. ‘To be 
placed in a situation in which | was 
compelled to Oppose a measure advo- 
cated by any portion of that comm 
nity, however remote from my own 
mediate section of country, was to me 
\a subject of deep regret. But pubiie 
\duty, which is paramount to every com 
sideration of consequences, dictated 
the course to be pursued. If a combr 
nation should ever exist to deprive the 
humblest individual of the rights of 








‘conscience, the first effort, in a coum 
\try enlightened as our own, must be 
remote in its immediate bearing from 
the ultimate tendency. Such, in my 


opinion, was the measure proposed by 
the petitioners. 

If the legislature of the nation should 
ever express by a legislative enactment, 
a sentiment upon the subject of a holy 
day, or any other point purely of a re 
ligious character, the foundation for a 
religious establishment would be laid, 
on which the superstructure would, 
however gradually, yet certainly arise: 
Teould not believe that such a combina- 
tion already existed, thongh an incipr 
ent measure presenting the hope of sue- 
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of the measure, with an attachment to 
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be felt, than that their love of piety 
should be exemplified in their lives. 
It is not surprising, that many sin- 


pression, that legal protection would 
promote the interests of true religion; 
but after an investigation of the sub- 
ject, and the decisions which have been 
made, it is difficult to reconcile the 
perseverence of the leading instigators 





is believed by the most zealous among 


cess ight induce the formation of such y these circumstances, the expression of 
a combination, among those who are || your approbation is the more highly 
more ambitious that their power should || appreciated; and while I live I shall re- 


tuin this memorial of your confidence 
as a sacred treasure. ‘The preserva- 
tion of the rights of conscience in this 


only asyluin, will require vigilance on 
the part of the people; but that vigi- 
lance is now awakened, and the con- 
tinued urgency of the petitioners will 
not suffer it again to slumber. ‘The 
chains of bigotry and superstition may 


eere christians should receive the i oni where they have found their 





he forged,—but the American people 


ever to wear them. 


the principles of the Constitution. If it | know too well the charms of freedour 


thera that Congress are competent to 
decide a religious controversy, it ought 
to be conceded that their repeated 
decisions against legislating upon the 





Please return my grateful acknow- 
ledgmeuts to those whom you repre- 
sent, for the valuable donation, and ac- 
cept for yourselves my sincere thanks 





especially sustained by a large majori- 


presented it. Your fellow citizen, 


subject, are worthy of equal respect; for the kind manner in which you have 


ty of the community. 
Their perseverence is to be jament- 


sult to the cause of religion itself.— 


RICHARD M. JOHNSON, 
Messrs. Wm. Foster, Samuel Dex- 


shaw, Samuel J. Lewis, Daniel Brod- 


ed on account of injury which must re- Is Parker H. Pierce, Charles Hen- 


The prerogative of civil government is 
so to regulate the conduct of man to- 
wards his fellow man, as to prevent! 
one from invading the right of another. 
The prerogative of the christian church 
is to evangelize the world by mild per- 
suasion and holy example. When it 
descends from this, it is divested of its 
meekness, and armed with despotisin, 
and the history of the world furnishes 
awful examples of the consequences. 
When a measure was preposed ealcu- 
lated to produce such a catastrophe, | 
should have been unworthy the trust 
committed to me not to have acted. 
In the course which [ pursued I claim 


nO crectit—it was but the discharge of | 


an imperious duty. I did not expect 
any uncommon mark of approbation; 


head, Benj. H. Norton. 





(From the London Morning Chroniele.} 

All Jurists have agreed, that if two 
shipwrecked men are seated en one 
plank, which will not safely hold them 
both, the stronger may (we say he will) 
push off the weaker. This theory of Jay 
rists, our land-owners, farmers and agri- 
cultural laborers, are reducing to prac- 
tice, in shoving overboard their late 
shipmates, the Vicar, Rector, and ex- 
tensive tithe connexions. As some- 
body must be drowned, the Irish sail- 
ors, says the Hibernian story, in immi- 
nent danger in an open and overloaded 
boat, after rising from their devotions, 
agreed nem. con. that a chaplain of the 
company, not being able to row, and 


nor did my course need defence among | moreover, by his own account, the vest 


those who knew me; but, from many 
who were personal strangers to me, | 
anticipated denunciations; they are the 
common lot of those who oppose the | 
wiles of sacerdotal enthusiasts—they 
have been dealt out to me in full mea- } 





prepared for futurity, should be sacri- 
ficed to the common good; and accord- 
ingly he was committed to the bosom 
of the ocean. With this commentary 
on the principles of self-preservatiow— 





the unalterable rule of human action—- 


sure; but I forgive them all. UWnder!l we resume our critical notice of the 
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——— ivht millions sterling per annum for 
reaching in the country) eign “ , 
soul tithes and ‘which can only ter-||ced out of the pockets of the 
sleell ina holy war between the laity|) whether the services rendered are jy 


and proprietors of the revenues of proportion to the wages; how ther 










ishment. If in Ireland) duties are individually executed, and 
~— ‘alegre tening to destruc- what is their nee and per. 
tion the Protestant Established Church |j sonal character. ie vipa reflects 
“ guaranteed at the Union,” we have how many paupers cou be kept by 
Lay preachers in England haranguing the Parson’s possessions. From form. § 
every parish against the system of En-jjer unlimited faith in the Ciergy, as 
elish Tithes. Indeed we do not know|\called and moved by the Holy Ghost, f 
where to take up our narrative of Tues- | to take upon thein the office of the 
day fortnight. The Country Papers|} Ministry, what farmer now believes 
teem with reports of Resolutions of}} that above one € ‘lergyinan in one hun- 
Grand Juries against the pressure of lo- || dred dedicates his hfe to the Ministry 
eal taxation, revolts against Church} from any other motive than to geta 
rates, superadded to poor and county || good living, alias tithes! The agricul 
levies; determination of rate payers} turist, naturally, therefore, regards the 
not to sanction the expense of gas-light|| Parsons as a money-seeking, grasping 
for evening services; Parsons lower-|| set of men. He views the parish spire 
ing their tithe ten, fifteen, and twenty-|j as a deserter eyes the sentry-box of his 
five per cent; whole parishes meeting || obnoxious guard on duty—and there 
to proscribe the Clergy and petition) is one such sentry-box, if not two, in 
against this odious, oppressive, and|jevery parish! ‘The scenes which are 
overwhelming impost! Such is the} now acting beggar belief. 
decomposition of spiritual society now 
going forwards—such the effect, long |} A new measure to destroy those op 
foreseen and predicted. The land-| posed to stopping the Mail on Sunday, 


, ; : f the da . 
ewners and farmers are practically | and other clerical schemes 0 y 


learning the rudiments of Political) (From the N ¥. New Weekly Telescope) 
Economy; and low prices, high rents, THE REV. JOHN LELAND. 
and a restricted currency, have reveal-|| Mr. Editor,—'The following notice 
ed to them that the clergy belong to the | of the venerable John Leland, has 
classes distinguished as Unproductive | been going the rounds of the news 
Laborers. 'They have picked up, in. papers,—published, | presume, in the 
the course of their inquiries into the! first instance, by the malice of the 
causes of agricultural distress that the | Sunday Mail stoppers, and afterwards 
support of the poor was anciently a|| by the carelessness and inattention of 
hen on the tithe; and that the clergy | editors, who are unacquainted with 
have silently and cunningly contrived: the character of the man whom itis 
by process of time to get rid of the intended to disgrace. 


ao and shuffle it on the laymen.|| «phe Rev'd. John Leland, recently & 

tence the same men, who, a few years | celebrated preacher of the Baptist de- 
since, were as willingly pewed in the|| nomination, the same who wrote a cele- 
narish church as their she | brated letter to Col. Johnson, in favour of 
ned up in night folds, 
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ep were pen- 
halloo out against 


— 


| Tunning the Mails on the Sabbath, has te 
a hired and paid pri | nounced the Christian faith and the sact® 
ment of the Lord’s supper, and been eX 
communicated from the church.”—Afid- 
Gazette, 


I have known John Leland nearly 
thirty years, and am persuaded that 
he has not renounced the ** Christian 


a hire esthood as a pub-. 
He nuisance, the sooner gotten rid of! 
the better. 


society is not a Revolution, we do not 
Know what merits that appellation. — | 


he farmers now every where inquire. 


If this marvellous state of || d 





wat sorvices the Clergy render for 


faith.” Roegr WririaMs. 
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The Editor of 
ed in the same county where Mr. Leland 
resides, after stating the charges against 
him as wholly false, says,—‘** A more sin- 
cere and devoted christian we know not 
than Mr. Leland. His enemies can, and 
will, contiuue to persecute and misrepre- 
sent him. But if they possessed the same 
christian spirit that he does, they would 
be found bahouring in a différent vocation. 
He seems now to be on the borders of the 
grave, and we sincerely wish that his per- 
secutors would cease their operations but 
for « little while.” 


It would seem, indeed, that a spirit of 
falsehood has gone forth with a determi- 
nation to break down and sink every one 
who makes a stand against the clerical! 
sclemes and machinations of the day.— 
How far this will prove successful, it is 
difticult to say; but it is very exercising 
and trymg to a feeling mind. We cannot 
resort to such weapons as are made use 
ef against us, nor condescend to reply to 
such unmeasured slander as is poured 
forth in the article below, extracted from 

















the New Albany (Indiana) Gazette of Feb. 
11, and written (as a friend has informed 


name of Welles. 


week’s paper, there was an article pur- 
porting to be an extract from a ser- 
mon, deiivered in July last at ‘Tarbo- 
rough, N. C. by Joshua Lawrence, a 


how did this piece find its way into the 
Gazette? ‘To this we reply, at the re- 
quest of a subscriber it was copied 
from the Reformer, a paper published 


is unknown, but bis paper is so filled 
with Deistical, Atheistical, and Libel- 
lous matter, that if he were known, he 





laws of our country. 


placed in the assertions of such Edi- 
tors, I leave a candid public to judge. 
I cannot feel under obligation to be- 


aseribed to him by the Editor of the 
Reformer,—nor can I believe any 
thing else asserted by such a notorious 





us) by a Presbyterian minister by the | oyil can 


in the City of Philadelphia. Its Editor] 





em —— r 
the Pittsfield Sun, print-|}and benevolent institutions—that he 


dare not give his name to the piblic as 
the Editor of his paper.”’!!! 


The above has only been exceeded by 
an attempt lately made by defamation and 
falsehood, to destroy the Editor’s moral 
character, but which, by an overruling 
Providence, has been wholly defeated— 
and the authors and originators are left to 
settle the matter with their own conscien- 
ces, and render an account to that Divine 
Being, before whose bar they must one 
day appear. Retaliation is forbidden by 
every principle and feeling of Christiani- 
ty; and if, in every condition, and under 
the greatest provocations, we shall be en- 
abled to fulfil the commands of the bless- 
ed Saviour, “ to love our enemies, do yood 
to those thot hate us, and pray for them that 
despitefully use us and persecute us,” there 
is cause for thankfulness, and we may in- 
dulge the hope that all things shall work 
together for good. 

That Christianity which was taught by 
the Saviour, is now very much needed ia 
the world. Nearly all seem to have miss- 
ed their way, and they are not aware that 
be overcome only with good.— 
There are cases where nature will be put 


“ Messrs. Editors,—In your last |} to 4 severe trial, but Christ has told us if 


we will be his disciples we must deny our- 
selves and take up our cross. It is said of 
him, ** When he was reviled he revilcd nok 
again; when he was persecuted he threaten 
ed not.”” If this spirit be required of all 


minister of the Baptist Denomination. || that name the name of Christ, (and if we 
The question will doubtless be asked, have not his spirit we are none of his) it 


may with much propriety be asked, “By 
whom shall Jacob arise? for he is small.” 
That religion which is pure and undefiled 
is our greatest support in times of afflic- 
tions, and is of more value than all the 
things of this world. It cements and unites 
in bonds of affection and love, of svmpa- 
thy and kindness, all those who are par- 
takers of it, and it makes them willing to 
forego their own interest to promote that 


would be punished according to the || of others, and causes them to seek the 


happiness of others equal to their own. 


+“ How much confidence should be This kind of Christianity is now but little 


known, but it will one day be extended 
over the habitable globe. It will be revi- 
ved and extended by Christ himsclf, and 
not by the hands of man; for that divine 


lieve that Joshua Lawrance, a Baptist|| kingdom spoken of in Daniel under the 
minister, ever delivered the sermon|| ame of the sfone, which is to dbregk ix 


pieces and consume all the kingdoms of this 
world, and fill the whole earth, is to be cué 
out of the mountain without bands. Till 
this period arrives, mankind will only cgn- 


Libetler and Blasphemer of good men |! tinse to become worse, and calamiticg and 
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troubles will more and more abound. ie 
troubles and commotions which have al- 
ready commenced, will not cease till this 
period of righteousness and peace begins 
to dawn. Itis a common and correct ob- 
servation with respect to any thorough 
reformation, that the darkest hour ts Just 
before day; and from the darkness and 
confusion which now overspread the re- 
ligious world, we may reasonably hope 
that a better state of things ere long will 
dawn upon the earth. 


An apology is due to’ our subscribers 
for the delay of the present number. The 
Editor has been unwell, and has not yet 
fully recovered. To give himself time to 
regain his usual health, and to regulate 
his books in a more convenient manner 
for putting up the packages, the publica. 
tion of the next number will be delayed 
till August next. The Editor has fad too 
much to do for several years past, and it 
has been injuring his constitution, whieh 
had always been Slender. It would be im- 
possible to make known to those unac- 
quainted with such matters, the compli- 
cated concerns and hindrances attending 
a periodical publication, where all prin- 
cipally devolves on one person. No time 
has been_allowed to send bills or attend 
to collections, and though there are many | 
who generously pay without any such at- 
tention, yet it is proper to state, that the 
expenses of the work for eight or nine’ 
months past, has considerably exceeded | 
the amount of remittances, and it is hoped | 
this intimation will be sufficient to those 
who wish the work supported. ‘lo send 

bills or letters soliciting payment is al- 
ways unpleasant, and sometimes gives of- 
fence. Almost every one must know very 
nearly the amount which is due, and he 
should endeavour to forward it without 
any particular solicitation on the part of 
the Editor, We,hope between this and 
August to hear satisfactorily from all those 
who are behind in payment. It is a trying 
and exercising situation to be conductirt 


a work that exposes one to the anathemas, 


abuse, and slander of thousands, and that 
involves pecuni 


' ‘ary embarrassment at the 
same time. | 


We hope these candid reflect; i 
not be lost on those who are tem be 
in arrears, and that they will ‘cons 
ease in its true light. 
efforts which have late 
crush the Editor forev 
vidence alone has de 
here made would not 
one is to fall and be 








ider the 
If they knew the 
ly been made to 
ér, and which Pro. 
feated, the appeal 
be in vain. If every 


YY years |i fro 





poses the clerical schemes and doi 
the day, we must be resigned to it; by 
there are others whose turn will 
next, and others aftet them, till at 

none will he safe but those who tow 
knee to clerical usurpation, and Worship 
at its shrine. Such a time, indeed, seem, 
fast approaching, and ere long a period 
cal paper may not be able to exist thats 
opposed to the clerical plans of the day, 
The Editor has endeavoured to di 

his duty, but it is hard to bear up under th. 
accumulated abuse, slander, and : 
tion that are poured forth against bi 
for he cannot resort to those means of r. 
dress commonly used by others, but mug 
submit his cause to that Almighty Being 
who knows all things, and who will pep. 
mit nothing to bappen to those who put 
their trust in him, however trying and af. 
flicting it may be, but what will in the 
end work together for good. 

One number more completes the first 
year of the Christian, and the publication 
of that number will be delayed till notice 
is given in the Reformer, and until we 
may be able to decide whether to con- 
tinue its publication another year or not, 
as the munber of subseribers, thus far, has 
not been sufficient to defray the expénse. 

CHOLERA MORBUS, 

The Paris Moniteur contains a letter ad- 
dressed by the Consul General of France 
at St. Petersburgh to the Minister for Fo- 
reign Affairs, giving an aecount of the 
different official returns of the various 
governments up to that time with relation 
to the progress of the Cholera Morbus, and 
which cogcludes thus: 

“Nothing forms a barrier against this 
disease; it traverses rivers, seas, mountains 
and deserts; and Eurape in alarm is cob 
lecting all the means it can gather from 
experience, though hitherto insufficient, _ 
to stop this terrible pest in its persevering 
and destructive course.’ 

— ee 

The Reformer is printéll on the first of 
each month, at one dollar a year. Let 
ters to be addressed and payment made, 
to T. R. GATES, Proprietor and prince 
pal Editor, No. 290 North Third Street, 
Philadelphia, Numbers can be supplied 

om the commencement of the work.— 
When more convenient, persons may efi 


ter their names as subscribers and make 
payment to the printer. 


The Christian is published every ather 
month at fifty cents per annum. 
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